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We're twenty-two students, twenty girls and two boys, and we attend the last year of 

the Fabio Filzi High School in Rovereto. In this video, we're going to speak about the 

project we did during last year. The main part of it consisted in an exchange with some 

students from Latvia. Like us, they were almost all girls and a boy and they all attended 

the same school, the Riga State Gymnasium. 

Two years ago, we found out about this exchange, we liked it and so we asked if we could 

take part in it. As soon as we discovered we had been accepted, we started working. 

Firstly, with the help of our teachers, we got in touch with the Latvians and we started 

looking for information about the main topic of the project, which was immigration and 

the policies of integration. 

They arrived at the beginning of April and they stayed with our families for a week. 

Together we enjoyed the beauties of our region and we visited Venice and Verona. Of 

course, we also worked on the project. Divided into groups we analysed different topics 

about immigration and we collaborated with some refugees. 

After one month, we went to Riga, we visited the city and the surrounding 

neighbourhood. We lived in their families for a week, we had different experiences and 

discussed different perspectives on the topic of integration. 

Thanks to this exchange we made friends, we created a real and deep friendship that is 

still going on. This implied a responsibility from everybody and it helped us to 

understand and face this important issue. 
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THE CORRECT TERMINOLOGY TO 

TALK ABOUT IMMIGRATION 

 

Immigration is one of the most complex and controversial phenomena nowadays.  

Every day thousands of people try to get over the borders of their countries to look for 

a better life in another country. And this affects the hosting country politically, 

economically and socially.  

One of the most serious problems is that there isn't enough clear information. It's 

necessary to spread accurate information about all the aspects of immigration for the 

sake of the people who immigrate and for the people who host the immigrants.  

If better informed, the people who host the immigrants can correct their wrong 

assumptions, which cause fragilities in the immigrants and hatred and racism in the 

people who host.  

The wrong use of words can cause misunderstandings and confusion, so we will look at a 

number of words with different meanings that identify the protagonists of the 

immigration phenomenon who are often discriminated. 

 

Foreign 

Someone who is not a citizen of the country in which he/she is situated. Foundation of 

European citizenship means that ‘foreigner’ is every person who is not a citizen in one of 

the EU member states. 

 

Stateless 

A person who is not officially a citizen in any country. 

 

Asylum seeker 

Someone who, from fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, social group, or 

political opinion, has crossed an international frontier into a country in which they hope 

to be granted refugee status. 

National asylum systems are in place to determine who qualifies for international 

protection. However, during mass movements of refugees, usually as a result of conflict 

or violence, it is not always possible to conduct individual interviews with every asylum 

seeker who crosses a border. 

According to UNHCR, everyone has a right to seek asylum from persecution. 

 

Refugee 
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A displaced person who has been forced to cross national boundaries because of conflict 

or persecution and who cannot return home safely. He/she has been granted refugee 

status by the contracting state or the UNHCR and has the same rights as the people 

who live in the country. 

 

Internally displaced Person (IDP) 

A person who has been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their home or place of 

habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed 

conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or 

human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized State 

border  

 

Forced migrant 

A person who has abandoned the place where he/she was born because of persecution, 

war, or generalized violence. 
 

Voluntary migrant  

A person who leaves his/her country voluntarily, to look for a job and better life 

conditions. Unlike a forced migrant, a voluntary migrant isn't persecuted in his country 

and can return to it safely whenever they desire.  

 

Irregular migrant 

A person without a legal resident status who: 

- enters a country avoiding border controls;  

- enters a country as a tourist and remains there also after the residency permit has 

expired; 

- does not leave the hosting country after receiving a deportation order. 

 

Illegal immigrant 

Term commonly used to identify an immigrant who crosses national borders in a way that 

violates the immigration laws of the destination country.  

 

Stowaway 

This term is commonly used to identify an irregular immigrant. It is a person who 

secretly boards a vehicle, such as a ship, an aircraft, a train, cargo truck or bus, in order 

to travel without paying or without being detected. 

The definition is incorrect and does not correspond to any legal status. The Charter of 

Rome condemned the use of misnomers as illegal because they have a negative 

connotation and contribute to misinformation and distorted information on immigration. 
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IMMIGRATION LAWS  

 

Immigration laws are national government policies controlling the immigration and 

deportation of people, and other matters such as citizenship. Immigration laws vary 

from country to country, as well as according to the political climate of the times.  

Most EU countries have both EU rules and their own national rules.  

 

EU immigration rules 

Since 1999, the EU has been developing a common immigration policy for Europe. This 

includes common rules on: 

 Entry and residence conditions for migrants; 

 Procedures for issuing long-term visas and residence permits; 

 The rights of migrants living legally in an EU country; 

 Tackling irregular immigration and unauthorised residence; 

 The fight against human trafficking; 

 Agreements on the readmission of citizens returning to their own countries; 

 Incentives and support for EU countries to promote the integration of migrants. 

Common measures to date include: 

 EU-wide rules that allow citizens of countries outside the EU to work or study in a EU 

country. 

 EU-wide rules that allow citizens of countries outside the EU who are staying legally 

in a EU country to bring their families to live with them and/or to become long-term 

residents. 

 Shared visa policies that enable non-EU citizens to travel freely for up to 3 months 

within Europe's single travel zone, the Schengen area. 

 

Exceptions to EU rules 

EU-wide immigration rules generally apply in 24 out of the EU’s 27 countries.  

Denmark does not apply EU-wide rules which relate to immigration, visa and asylum 

policies.  

Ireland and the United Kingdom choose, on a case-by-case basis, whether or not to 

adopt EU rules on immigration, visa and asylum policies. 

 

National Immigration rules 

Each EU country alone decides: 

 The total number of migrants that can be admitted to the country to look for work; 

 All final decisions on migrant applications; 

 Rules on long-term visas – stays for periods longer than three months;  
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 Conditions to obtain residence and work permits when no EU-wide rules have been 

adopted. 

 

The 1951 Refugee Convention 

The Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, also known as the 1951 Refugee 

Convention, is a United Nations multilateral treaty defines who is a refugee and sets out 

the rights of individuals who are granted asylum and the responsibilities of nations that 

grant asylum.  

The Convention builds on Article 14 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

which recognizes the right of persons to seek asylum from persecution in other 

countries. 

Article 1 of the Convention, as amended by the 1967 Protocol, defines a refugee as: 
 

A person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 

race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political 

opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such 

fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not 

having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual 

residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is 

unwilling to return to it. 
 

Countries that have ratified the Refugee Convention are obliged to protect refugees 

that are on their territory, in accordance with its terms. 
 

Immigration laws in Italy 

Article 10 of the Constitution of the Italian Republic has particular relevance with 

regards to the issue of immigration, as it states the right to asylum for every person 

who is deprived of freedom and rights in their own country. 
 

L'ordinamento giuridico italiano si conforma alle norme del diritto 

internazionale generalmente riconosciute. La condizione giuridica dello 

straniero è regolata dalla legge in conformità delle norme e dei trattati 

internazionali. Lo straniero, al quale sia impedito nel suo paese l'effettivo 

esercizio delle libertà democratiche garantite dalla Costituzione italiana, ha 

diritto d'asilo nel territorio della Repubblica, secondo le condizioni stabilite 

dalla legge. Non è ammessa l'estradizione dello straniero per reati politici. 

 

[The Italian legal system conforms to the generally recognised principles of 

international law. The legal status of foreigners is regulated by law in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_of_asylum
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conformity with international provisions and treaties. A foreigner who, in his 

home country, is denied the actual exercise of the democratic freedoms 

guaranteed by the Italian constitution shall be entitled to the right of asylum 

under the conditions established by law. A foreigner may not be extradited for 

a political offence.] 
 

Law 189/2002 Legge Bossi-Fini 

Law No. 189 of 30 July 2002, known as the 'Bossi-Fini law' after the names of the 

politicians who proposed it, amends the 1998 immigration law and introduces new clauses. 

The most significant aspects of the law are as follows: 

 each year, before 30 November, the Prime Minister will lay down the number of non-

EU workers who can be admitted into Italy in the following year; 

 there are no limitations to entry into Italy for highly-skilled workers (university 

lecturers and professors, professional nurses etc); 

 other non-EU immigrants will be allowed entry into Italy only if they have a 'residence 

contract' (contratto di soggiorno) – i.e. a contract of dependent employment signed by 

an employer (a firm or a family) and the immigrant worker. The contract must provide 

for accommodation and the payment of travel expenses for the workers to return to 

their country of origin. Italian embassies and consulates will issue entry visas only on 

these conditions. When the contract expires, the immigrant worker must return to 

the country of origin; 

 a specific immigration office is set up in each province of Italy to oversee the entire 

recruitment procedure for immigrant workers on both open-ended and fixed-term 

contracts. Employers are able to recruit specific immigrant workers 'by name' or 

from lists of immigrant workers held by Italian embassies and consulates abroad; 

 the new offices will also deal with applications for non-EU citizens to enter Italy for 

purposes of family reunification. Only non-EU immigrants with a regular residence 

permit will be entitled to present this kind of application with regard to their family 

members. Only 'first degree' relatives will be admitted - spouses, children and 

parents over 65 years of age with no other form of support; 

 residence permits issued for reasons of employment will last for a maximum of two 

years, even if the worker concerned has an open-ended contract of employment. In 

these cases, the immigrant workers must request a further temporary residence 

permit on the expiry of the old one; 

 when their residence permit is issued, immigrant workers must provide their 

fingerprints; 

 after six years of regular residence in Italy, non-EU citizens with the necessary 

economic requisites to sustain themselves and their families will be able to receive a 

form of permanent permit instead of a temporary residence permit; 
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 irregular immigrants will be deported and accompanied to Italy’s borders. Deportation 

will be immediate and will not be suspended even if the immigrant appeals to the 

courts; 

 suspected illegal immigrants stopped by the police will be taken to specific centres 

controlled by the police. The authorities will try to discover their identity during the 

following 60 days. If they are found to be illegal immigrants, they will be ordered to 

leave the country within five days (a period they must spend in the centre). If they 

fail to do so, the illegal immigrants will be arrested for between six months and a year 

or deported and accompanied to the borders. If illegal immigrants return to Italy, 

they will be arrested and tried by the courts; 

 non-EU minors living in Italy will obtain a residence permit once they reach adult age 

(18 years ) provided that they already have lived in Italy for at least three years and 

have attended a social and civil integration programme provided by a public or private 

organisation. This organisation must also guarantee that they have accommodation and 

attend school or go to work. The number of residence permits issued on these 

conditions will be subtracted from the pre-defined number of total annual permits; 

and 

 for irregular immigrants already in Italy, the law provides for an amnesty which will 

allow the regularisation of the position of those who have worked and lived in Italy 

for at least three months. 

The new law came into force on 26 August 2002. 
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CINFORMI 
 

During the cultural exchange we had the opportunity to meet two very kind ladies 

working for Cinformi. They told us what Cinformi is and why this centre is very 

important especially in Trentino. Cinformi is the most important info centre for 

immigrants in Trentino. It works with public authorities and private organizations.  

The main aim of Cinformi is to support migrants by offering many services: 

accommodation, health care, psychological support, legal assistance, language courses 

and schooling to encourage integration in the welcoming community. 

Cinformi has also a website, www.cinformi.it, that gives a lot of information. 

This meeting was important for us. Talking with the two professionals from Cinformi we 

learnt something more about immigration in Italy but we also had the opportunity to 

understand the differences between Italy and other European countries.  

We discovered that Latvian students are not very familiar with the reality of 

immigration and with immigration policies and laws. They didn't know much about 

information centres and associations set up to help refugees. They seemed surprised at 

how much people in Italy do to welcome people in need, so they asked the two ladies a lot 

of questions and when we asked them if there were similar projects in Latvia, only one of 

the teachers knew that in their country the priority is for families. So we had the 

opportunity to understand how our country is prepared to welcome immigrants, better 

than other countries. 

  

http://www.cinformi.it/
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INTERVIEWS 
 

 

1ST INTERVIEW (track 1) 

 
Thanks to one of our school teachers we had the opportunity to meet and talk to a young 

man from Gambia who kindly told us about his experience as an immigrant to Italy.  

The interview lasts about 2 hours and it is really moving.   

L. (he does not want to reveal his name to preserve his privacy) is an 18-year-old boy who 

had to escape from Gambia because the government accused him of being gay, and gays 

are not tolerated in Gambia and his sentence was death.  

With the help of his uncle he succeeded in fleeing from Gambia.  

We can't forget what he said about the boat voyage.  

The rubber boat sank and everyone started to swim. It was a desperate situation. 

People died on that day, L. was there and he will never forget what happened. While he 

was telling us this he had tears in his eyes. It was really touching.  

When L. was swimming to stay alive he took off all the clothes he was wearing because 

people held on to him and he risked drowning. 

He arrived in Italy with nothing. 

He had no family, no money, no clothes, no identity. He was nothing.  

Thanks to one family from Trento he managed to rebuild his life. 

Now he is studying, he has some friends, he misses his family but he is sure that one day 

he will see them again. 

Listening to this story, we learned how lucky we are, we live in a place where there is no 

war, where you can love who you want, where you don't have to escape to stay alive.  

In Trentino immigrants are supported to join our society with the purpose of a new 

society that recognises all cultures without prejudice and hate. 

That's what we want.  

We are all humans with the same rights. 

 

 Welcome, can you introduce yourself, please? 

Hi, I’m L. and I come from Gambia, West Africa. I was a worker in Gambia and now I’m 

a student here in Italy. 

 

 How long have you been living here in Italy and why did you choose Italy? 

I’ve been here for one year. 

One day I met a German guy who was homosexual and we became friends. 
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During that time I thought that everything was ok but then I was suspected, the 

government thought that I had a sexual affair with him. 

Homosexuality is not accepted in my country, it is punished by the government. 

I was arrested because of the relationship with the German boy, but fortunately my 

uncle was a soldier and he helped me to escape. 

I travelled across Senegal, Mali, Bancuma, Nijar in the desert. The journey was very 

difficult, in particularly at night because it was very cold. 

When I arrived in Libya, I waited for two weeks for the boat to travel to Europe. 

Finally I boarded the boat, but during the voyage it had an accident: I had to swim to 

survive. 

Thanks to an Italian rescue team I arrived in Italy, I don’t remember if in Calabria or 

Sicily. 

Then I was moved to Rovereto, in the refugee camp in Marco. 

 

 What are the advantages and the disadvantages to living in Italy? 

I think that the biggest advantage is studying, but the fact of living alone, without my 

family, is a big disadvantage. 

 

 Can you tell us about your expectations about your host family? 

I like my host family, I don’t have problems with them, but I’m going to leave my host 

family because I think it’s impossible to live together forever. 

 

 Are Gambian and Italian cultures very different? 

Yes, they are very different. For example here in Italy, when people meet after some 

time, they kiss each other on the cheeks and in Gambia it’s not the custom. 

 

 How do you happen to speak English so well? 

I got my high school diploma in English, in Gambia. In my country some schools have 

English, others Arabic as a vehicle language. In some English schools you can study 

French, but unfortunately I didn’t study it. 

 

 What ‘s your typical day like? 

I wake up at about 8.00-9.00 in the morning and I help Fiorella, my host mother, to do 

the housework. After lunch I go to Don Milani to study Italian and later I go to 

Marconi to study Electronics. After school, in the evening, I relax. 

 

 Would you like to return to Gambia one day? 

Yes, I want to return to Gambia, to be with my family, as soon as possible. Gambia is a 

very beautiful place where to live and where everyone smiles at you. 
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2ND INTERVIEW (track 2) 
 

Ahmed Friday is 25 years old and he comes from Nigeria and now he is living in a refugee 

camp in Marco. His life took a turn two years ago when he decided to come to Europe, 

but then he went to prison in Libya, because of the difficult political situation. The 

political situation in Libya was unstable and the civil war was ruining the country. In the 

interview he says that in Libya he was kept like a slave in an underground prison with a 

small amount of food and almost no options to see daylight.   

When he left prison, he and his community started the journey to Europe on a ship. 

During the voyage, the ship turned around and many people died, but he survived. Then 

when he arrived in Sicily, he was sent to the refugee camp in Marco.   

Now there is a project for people like him who seek asylum and international protection. 

He joined it seven months ago. He says that he feels good here and he has found many 

friends from different countries, for example Morocco, Tunisia, and Pakistan. The 

project also provided him with many services, food, Italian language courses, clothes, 

health care and assistance with political procedures. But the main problem is that he has 

no identity, no documents, he can't travel farther than Marco and this makes him feel 

like nobody.  

But despite all his problems in the past, he wants to have his documents back and then 

start to work and feel that he is needed in society and help his family that is still in his 

home country.  

 

Most important things about refugees in Italy and Latvia: 

ITALY LATVIA 

* The migrants arrive in the south of  Italy 

from Lbyia and then they are allocated in 

the various regions of the country, in 

refugees camps  or in hotels. (for example 

the one in Marco); 

* They decide if they want to take part in 

the protection project; there are two 

national projects  

* If they decide to take part in this 

project, the local institutions give them: 

- food, accommodation and basic 

necessities; 

- psycological support; 

 - health care  

 - linguistic and cultural mediation; 

* Within European Union's agreement 

Latvia will welcome 776 refugees – mostly 

families with kids.  

* When the person submits requirement 

to get permission to stay, the procedure 

could take more than three months.  

* In the time when the requirement is 

processed, the person will live in refugee 

camps. (In Latvia there is only one camp 

for them) 

* They will receive food, clothes and 

other basic things, also € 2,5 a day for 

their needs.  

* While living in the camp they have to 

learn the Latvian language. 
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- Italian language courses; 

- legal protection; 

- training courses and volunteering 

* they need to apply for  the  refugee 

status to a special commission, made up of 

a politician, a police officer and a member 

of the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 

* if refugees move to another country, the 

project ends, and they can't come back. 

 

* When the authorities have finished 

investigating into the person's life to see 

if they are entitled to the refugee status 

and the person gets a positive answer, 

that could be: 

 a) The refugee has the permission 

to leave the country with their ID 

document, 

 b) Alternative status, that means 

they can stay in Latvia for one year and 

they have ID, but they need other 

documents for leaving Latvia. 

* If they don't get the answer they 

expect they can appeal to the government 

for another try, but if there is a second 

rejection the person will be asked to 

leave the country.  

* In Latvia to integrate refugees in 

society there are many NGO who offer 

their help and services. 

* When the person gets refugee status 

they have to leave the camp and they 

need to start work.  

* Now there are around 55 refugees in 

refugee camps.  
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THE JEWISH SCHOOL 
 

During the week in Riga we visited a Jewish school. It was a very formative experience 

because we had the opportunity to view things from a different point of view.  

We talked a lot with Latvian and Jewish girls and boys about immigration. We were 

astonished when we realized that they didn't know a lot about it and also they had a 

different view of immigration, a negative opinion. They weren't open-minded and they 

tended to reject difference. They fought alone for their independence so they didn't 

seem to understand why Europe has the duty to help immigrants. They had their single 

story about immigrants, because they thought that all of them leave their country only 

because of their economic situation.  

This moment helped us realize that the way of thinking of someone is influenced by the 

country in which they grow up, the traditions and the culture. 
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PAINTINGS 
 

We thought about immigration also in Riga. W divided into groups and every group had to 

analyse a poem about this theme and draw a painting that could express the idea of the 

poem. 

We chose “Invisible, Difference”, of Eden Schwarz. 

 

 
 

The poem is about a girl. Nobody sees her, as if she were invisible. 

People walk beside her, feel the strawberry fragrance of her hair, but no one can see 

her, because she is different. She falls down, she feels the pain, but nobody helps her, 

they walk beside her, past her. She could die and they wouldn’t see her. She is lonely. 
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The drawing shows a pair of red shoes in the  middle of the composition, one shoe is 

stepping on a strawberry that symbolizes blood. We cannot see who is wearing those 

shoes but we can notice the shadow of this person. In the background there are many 

others people who are walking or running, nobody stops to help a poor woman, nobody 

sees her, she is invisible. 

No one should be left alone in the world, because we are all human with no big 

differences. So we should help each other "Do not do to others that which you would not 

have done to you". 

 


